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By Darrell Elder
Staﬀ Writer

Don’t know Jack-son?
Here’s your chance to
get to know him

Ann Whitakerʼs involvement
with Powhatanʼs Relay for Life
organization took a new direction recently when she accepted
the post of honorary chairperson.
In this role, Whitaker will
serve as a spokesperson, attend
the eventʼs numerous ceremonies and work closely with other
committee chairs, not much of a

stretch from what she already
does.
Whitaker and Bess Maxey
started the “Annʼs Clan” team
about 11 years ago, during the
early days of Powhatanʼs
successful campaign. The team
has a unique strategy. Instead of
gearing up fundraising events in
the spring, leading up to the
June 1 Relay, Annʼs Clan works
diligently all year selling baked
goods and foods at area auctions.
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Last year’s Relay for Life opening ceremony, held inside the
Powhatan High School gymnasium, was the official kick-off to a
decade long event that has raised close to a million dollars for
cancer research. Cancer survivor Ann Whitaker, right, serves as
this year’s honorary chairperson for Powhatan Relay.

The cancer survivor has
grown to become a living
example of the developments in
research. She recalls her doctor
telling her when she was ﬁrst
diagnosed with breast cancer 23
years ago that if he could just
keep her living, there will be so
much better forms of treatment
in the future, which Whitaker
feels strongly is a direct reﬂection of the funds raised through

see Relay page 2A
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Delegate Lee Ware, RPowhatan, announced he would
seek a sixth, two-year term in the
Virginia House of Delegates.
As in the 2005 election, Ware
is, so far, running unopposed. He
was opposed during the other
four elections by two Democrats
and three Libertarians.
If re-elected, Ware said he
plans to continue “to run our
government as frugally as
possible so we are able to keep
taxes at a reasonable rate.”
As for local issues, Ware said
he is always keeping an eye on
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community colleges J. Sargeant
Reynolds and John Tyler, since
some Powhatan residents attend
these schools. Also, the delegate
plans to introduce a budget
amendment next year that would
provide start-up funding for the
Powhatan state park.
Ware works full-time for the
House during the yearly General
Assembly session each winter,
which is either six or eight weeks
long, depending on the year. In
the off-season he teaches history
and government at Powhatanʼs
Blessed Sacrament Huguenot,
where he has been an instructor
for eight years. Before BSH,
Ware taught 15 years at

Powhatan High School.
“I try to meet with individuals
and groups, and speak at organizations, throughout the year as a
way to keep in touch with current
concerns,” Ware said. He also
attends any local community
events “with an open ear” to “try
to catch a broad cross section of
people.”
Ware represents the 65th
House District, which encompasses all of Powhatan County
and western Chesterﬁeld. His
district has about 40,000 voters
and approximately 50,000
people. To contact Ware, email
him at dellware@house.state.va.
us.

Walton announces bid for supervisor
By C. Clark Ballew
Editor

Since moving to the county at
the beginning of 2003, Joe
Walton has become a ﬁxture at
Powhatan Board of Supervisor
meetings. Now, his hope is to
have a vote during them.
Walton, 31, is running for the
District 1 board seat currently
held by Vice Chairman Russell
Holland. A political novice, but
a self-admitted “political
junkie,” this will be Waltonʼs
ﬁrst attempt at ofﬁce. He states
that his decision to mount a
campaign was spawned by his
belief “that having a diverse
board that represents all types of
Powhatan constituents is the best
way to make progress and
secure Powhatanʼs future.”
Walton, running as an Independent, cites the need for

“healthy, balanced growth” as
the primary
cornerstone of
his campaign.
“People have
been saying
for quite some
time that the
problems have
been coming
Walton
forever, but
now theyʼve gotten to our front
door,” he said. Walton said he
plans to promote cooperation,
encourage constituent participation and move forward in an
effort to keep Powhatan “a
premier community in the
region.”
A website, www.joewalton.
com, has been setup for voters
wishing to review the candidateʼs platform. A link to
Waltonʼs campaign donors is
also available.

Walton has gained some
measure of notoriety for his
involvement in the Norwood
Creek rezoning case. The
Norwood Creek resident was a
vocal leader of a group of
residents ﬁghting the expansion
of the neighborhood by developer David Sowers. The expansion eventually passed last year,
but Walton has stayed in the
spotlight because of a lawsuit
ﬁled by Sowers that named him
and three others as primarily
responsible for slowing the
approval of the Norwood Creek
case. That lawsuit led to an
opportunity for Walton to speak
at the state capitol on behalf of
anti-SLAPP litigation (or
“strategic lawsuit against public
participation”), a speech that
was reported on in several
newspapers across the state.
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