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Newspaper received five 
first place, eight total 

editorial awards

see page 3A

By C. Clark Ballew
Editor

Since moving to the county at 
the beginning of 2003, Joe 
Walton has become a fi xture at 
Powhatan Board of Supervisor 
meetings. Now, his hope is to 
have a vote during them.

Walton, 31, is running for the 
District 1 board seat currently 
held by Vice Chairman Russell 
Holland. A political novice, but 
a self-admitted “political 
junkie,” this will be Waltonʼs 
fi rst attempt at offi ce. He states 
that his decision to mount a 
campaign was spawned by his 
belief “that having a diverse 
board that represents all types of 
Powhatan constituents is the best 
way to make progress and 
secure Powhatanʼs future.”

Walton, running as an Inde-
pendent, cites the need for 

“healthy, balanced growth” as 
the primary 
cornerstone of 
his campaign. 
“People have 
been saying 
for quite some 
time that the 
problems have 
been coming 
forever, but 
now theyʼve gotten to our front 
door,” he said. Walton said he 
plans to promote cooperation, 
encourage constituent participa-
tion and move forward in an 
effort to keep Powhatan “a 
premier community in the 
region.”

A website, www.joewalton.
com, has been setup for voters 
wishing to review the candi-
dateʼs platform. A link to 
Waltonʼs campaign donors is 
also available.

Walton has gained some 
measure of notoriety for his 
involvement in the Norwood 
Creek rezoning case. The 
Norwood Creek resident was a 
vocal leader of a group of 
residents fi ghting the expansion 
of the neighborhood by devel-
oper David Sowers. The expan-
sion eventually passed last year, 
but Walton has stayed in the 
spotlight because of a lawsuit 
fi led by Sowers that named him 
and three others as primarily 
responsible for slowing the 
approval of the Norwood Creek 
case. That lawsuit led to an 
opportunity for Walton to speak 
at the state capitol on behalf of 
anti-SLAPP litigation (or 
“strategic lawsuit against public 
participation”), a speech that 
was reported on in several 
newspapers across the state.

It certainly seemed 
worthy of checking out: a 
state of 

the art, 
government 
certifi ed, air 
containment-
testing lab in 
the eastern 
part of 
Powhatan 
County. 

SanAir 
Technologies 
is located in a 
non descript 
offi ce park a 
few miles 
from the 
Powhatan/
Chesterfi eld 
line. The 
company was 
started by president Tom 
McGlynn, and specializes in 
environmental microbial 
analysis for companies 
specializing in indoor air qual-
ity. 

 Going into it, I had been 
expecting a sterile room fi lled 
with contaminates of the most 
dastardly kind, a few biohaz-
ard posters and a waiver to 
sign in case some errant 
spores got loose. I fi gured I d̓ 
get a white suit or at least a 
mask. Instead I got Panama.

Panama?
“Panama,” said McGlynn 

knowingly. “They say it s̓ the 
next Miami Beach,”

He is in his offi ce when I 
arrive, engrossed in a slickly 
produced video about a luxury 
Central American condomini-
um complex in which he is 
about to invest. 

McGlynn, as I soon fi nd 
out, is fabulously successful 
yet immensely likeable, and 
doesn t̓ even try to play the 
“regular Joe” card. At 63 he s̓ 
done well for himself, and 
heʼll tell you so. Then heʼll get 
on with it. 

What he has tried to do 
with SanAir, he says, is to 
bring the most well trained lab 
specialists together with the 
most advanced testing meth-
ods, and turn the results 
around for his clients as 
quickly and accurately as 
possible. 

“What we try to do is not 
just say what is our customer s̓ 
need,” says McGlynn, “but 
what is our customer s̓ custom-
er s̓ need.” It is this business 
philosophy that has allowed 
him to be successful, and 
accomplish what sounds at 
fi rst to be an unlikely, if not 
impossible feat: make a mint 
out of mold. 

Mold, aside from being, 
almost without exception, one 
of the most unpleasant topics 
you can introduce into polite 
conversation, gets a bad rap to 
a certain degree. Sure there 
are the ones that sicken, maim, 
or even kill you, but there s̓ 
also the more helpful and even 
benefi cial of the bunch. 
Cultured molds are used in 
making cheese, and the mold 
Penicillium notatum is used in 
the production of penicillin.  

Of course, Iʼm not thinking 

of this as I sit in McGlynn s̓ 
comfortably appointed offi ce. 
Iʼm thinking about that white 

suit. As it 
turns out, I 
don t̓ ever get 
to wear it. 

I do get my 
tour though, 
past the 
spacious 
conference 
room to the 
lab, where Iʼm 
introduced to 
SanAir s̓ lab 
director Claire 
Macdonald. 

Macdonald 
is a good 
guide to have 
should you 
have reason or 
desire to learn 

anything about mold. And 
trust me – youʼll need a guide. 
Should someone ever discover 
that huge, unpronounceable 
words are harmful to your 
health, the entire indoor air 
quality industry will be 
quarantined immediately. 

Macdonald spends the bulk 
of her days peering into a 
microscope in the back of 
McGlynn s̓ building, counting 
spores. It isn t̓ exactly glamor-
ous work but she insists she 
enjoys it. Every once in a 
while a bit of mold or bacteria 
turns up that she doesn t̓ see 
too often and there are even a 
few specimens she feels a 
certain fondness for. The spiky 
looking spegazzinia for 
example, reminds her of 
medieval mace, which she 
fi nds amusing.  

Macdonald, who majored 
in biology in college but 
doesn t̓ ever remember having 
a predilection toward mold/
bacteria growing up, under-
stands that people have a 
tendency to freak out about 
these things. But she says it s̓ 
also important to realize just 
what is and isn t̓ a problem. 
All homes have at least some 
mold in them, which often 
never reaches harmful or even 
noticeable levels. And even for 
those allergic to a certain 
substance, fi nding it in the 
house is not a precursor of 
disaster. 

Regardless, they try to turn 
samples around as quickly as 
possible, says Macdonald, and 
take pains to make sure they 
stay up to date on the latest 
research. In January, the 
company named Dr. De-Wei 
Li, an internationally recog-
nized fungi specialist, as a 
technical advisor to the staff. 
Dr. Li, who works out of 
Windsor, Conn., not only 
advises the company on new 
developments in the fi eld, but 
also pitches in when Macdon-
ald or another employee fi nds 
something particularly tricky. 

“Accuracy is absolutely 
everything,” in this business 
says McGlynn. His philoso-
phy, after all, he says, is about 
more than just air quality. It s̓ 
about quality, period. 

“I like to think we don t̓ 
j̒ust do it”,” says McGlynn. 

“We just do it right.”

Th e 
lighter side of 

spores

column by staff writer
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By Melanie Stokes
Contributing Writer

Delegate Lee Ware, R-
Powhatan, announced he would 
seek a sixth, two-year term in the 
Virginia House of Delegates.

As in the 2005 election, Ware 
is, so far, running unopposed. He 
was opposed during the other 
four elections by two Democrats 
and three Libertarians.

If re-elected, Ware said he 
plans to continue “to run our 
government as frugally as 
possible so we are able to keep 
taxes at a reasonable rate.”

As for local issues, Ware said 
he is always keeping an eye on 

community colleges J. Sargeant 
Reynolds and John Tyler, since 
some Powhatan residents attend 
these schools. Also, the delegate 
plans to introduce a budget 
amendment next year that would 
provide start-up funding for the 
Powhatan state park.

Ware works full-time for the 
House during the yearly General 
Assembly session each winter, 
which is either six or eight weeks 
long, depending on the year. In 
the off-season he teaches history 
and government at Powhatan s̓ 
Blessed Sacrament Huguenot, 
where he has been an instructor 
for eight years. Before BSH, 
Ware taught 15 years at 

Powhatan High School.
“I try to meet with individuals 

and groups, and speak at organi-
zations, throughout the year as a 
way to keep in touch with current 
concerns,” Ware said. He also 
attends any local community 
events “with an open ear” to “try 
to catch a broad cross section of 
people.”

Ware represents the 65th 
House District, which encom-
passes all of Powhatan County 
and western Chesterfi eld. His 
district has about 40,000 voters 
and approximately 50,000 
people. To contact Ware, email 
him at dellware@house.state.va.
us.

Ware will seek sixth term to state house

Cancer survivor Whitaker named 
honorary Relay chairperson

PHOTO BY DARRELL ELDER

Last year’s Relay for Life opening ceremony, held inside the 
Powhatan High School gymnasium, was the official kick-off to a 
decade long event that has raised close to a million dollars for 
cancer research. Cancer survivor Ann Whitaker, right, serves as 
this year’s honorary chairperson for Powhatan Relay.

Walton announces bid for supervisor

By Darrell Elder
Staff  Writer

Ann Whitakerʼs involvement 
with Powhatanʼs Relay for Life 
organization took a new direc-
tion recently when she accepted 
the post of honorary chairper-
son.

In this role, Whitaker will 
serve as a spokesperson, attend 
the eventʼs numerous ceremo-
nies and work closely with other 
committee chairs, not much of a 

stretch from what she already 
does.

Whitaker and Bess Maxey 
started the “Annʼs Clan” team 
about 11 years ago, during the 
early days of Powhatanʼs 
successful campaign. The team 
has a unique strategy. Instead of 
gearing up fundraising events in 
the spring, leading up to the 
June 1 Relay, Annʼs Clan works 
diligently all year selling baked 
goods and foods at area auc-
tions.

The cancer survivor has 
grown to become a living 
example of the developments in 
research. She recalls her doctor 
telling her when she was fi rst 
diagnosed with breast cancer 23 
years ago that if he could just 
keep her living, there will be so 
much better forms of treatment 
in the future, which Whitaker 
feels strongly is a direct refl ec-
tion of the funds raised through 

see Relay page 2A

Mold, aside from being, al-

most without exception, one 

of the most unpleasant top-

ics you can introduce into 

polite conversation, gets a 

bad rap to a certain degree.
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